For God so loved the world that he gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.  John 3 v 16-17
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Welcome

Sir Gus O’Donnell KCB, Cabinet Secretary and Head of the Home Civil Service

First Carol

It came upon the midnight clear

That glorious song of old

From angels bending near the earth

To touch their harps of gold

"Peace on the earth, goodwill to men

From heavens all gracious King!"

The world in solemn stillness lay

To hear the angels sing

Yet with the woes of sin and strife

The world has suffered long

Beneath the angel-strain have rolled

Two thousand years of wrong

And men, at war with men, hear not

The words of peace they bring

Oh, listen now, ye men of strife

And hear the angels sing

O Prince of Peace, Thou knowest well

This weary world below

Thou seest how men climb the way

With painful steps and slow

Oh still the jarring sounds of earth

That through the pathway ring

And bid the toilers rest awhile

To hear the angels sing
First Reading - The Annunciation
Luke 1 : 26 - 35
Mr Steven Webb MP, Minister of State for Pensions
Second Reading – Mary’s Response

Luke 1 : 38, 46 - 55
Rt Hon Theresa May MP, Home Secretary
Interpretation of Mary’s Response by Kami Tamara-Peters
Song – I Will Sing of Your Great Love
1st verse solo first time, then all repeat:

I will sing of Your great love

I will stand in wonder of

What You’ve done in this life

With my song testify

I will live and not die to declare 
Lord You are good and I will sing
Your mercy endures it’s everlasting

Lord You are good and I will sing

A song of worship

Lord You are worthy to receive

Dominion and power, honour and majesty

Lord You are good and I will sing of Your great love

I will sing of Your mercy

I will sing of Your love

I will sing of your tenderness

And tell the wonders of

I will sing of Your goodness

I will sing of Your grace

I will sing of Your holiness

And melodies and praise

Lord You are good and I will sing

Your mercy endures, it’s everlasting

Lord You are good and I will sing

A song of worship

Lord You are worthy to receive

Dominion and power, honour and majesty
Lord You are good and I will sing a song of worship

Lord You are worthy to receive

Dominion and power, honour and majesty

Lord You are good and I will sing of Your great love

Cindy Cruse-Ratcliff and Israel Houghton © 2001 Integrity’s Praise Music
Third Reading – The Announcement to Joseph 
Matthew 1 : 18 - 23
Rt Hon David Mundell MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Scotland
Second Carol

See amid the winter's snow

Born for us on earth below

See the tender Lamb appears

Promised from eternal years

Hail, thou ever-blessèd morn!

Hail, redemption's happy dawn!

Sing through all Jerusalem

Christ is born in Bethlehem

Ladies only:

Lo, within a manger lies

He who built the starry skies

He who throned in height sublime

Sits amid the cherubim
Men only: 

Sacred infant, all divine

What a tender love was thine

Thus to come from highest bliss

Down to such a world as this
Teach, O teach us, Holy Child

By Thy face so meek and mild

Teach us to resemble Thee


In Thy sweet humility! 
Fourth Reading – The Birth of Jesus
Luke 2 : 1 - 7
Rt Hon Eric Pickles MP, Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government
Third Carol

Away in a manger, no crib for His bed

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky

And stay by my side, 'til morning is nigh

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay

Close by me forever and love me I pray

Bless all the dear children, in Thy tender care

And take us to heaven, to live with Thee there
Fifth Reading – The Visit of the Shepherds
Luke 2 : 8 - 18
Rt Hon Stephen Timms MP, Shadow Financial Secretary to the Treasury

Fourth Carol

Once in royal David’s city

Stood a lowly cattle shed

Where a mother laid her Baby

In a manger for His bed

Mary was that mother mild

Jesus Christ, her little Child

He came down to earth from heaven

Who is God and Lord of all

And His shelter was a stable

And His cradle was a stall

With the poor, and mean, and lowly

Lived on earth our Saviour holy
For He is our childhood's pattern

Day by day, like us, He grew

He was little, weak, and helpless

Tears and smiles, like us He knew

And He feeleth for our sadness

And he shareth in our gladness

And our eyes at last shall see Him

Through His own redeeming love

For that Child so dear and gentle

Is our Lord in heaven above

And He leads His children on

To the place where He is gone
Sixth Reading – The Visit of the Magi
Matthew 2 : 1 – 3, 7 - 12
Rt Hon Dominic Grieve QC MP, Attorney General for England and Wales, Advocate General for Northern Ireland
Song – Lord You Are Good
Lord You are good and Your mercy endureth forever (rpt)

People from every nation and tongue

From generation to generation

We worship You, hallelujah, hallelujah

We worship You, for who You are (rpt 2 lines)

You are good

Repeat above

Yes you are, yes you are, yes you are So good, so good

Yes you are, yes you are, yes you are

You are good all the time, all the time, You are good (x4)

Lord You are good and Your mercy endureth forever (x4)
People from every nation and tongue,

From generation to generation

We worship You, hallelujah, hallelujah

We worship You, for who You are (rpt 2 lines)

For who You are, for who You are 

You are good

Israel Houghton © 2001 Israel Houghton/Champions for Christ Publishing
Address

Cardinal Keith O’Brien – Cardinal Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh

Fifth Carol

The First Noel, the angels did say

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep

On a cold winter's night that was so deep
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel

Born is the King of Israel!

They looked up and saw a star

Shining in the East beyond them far

And to the earth it gave great light

And so it continued both day and night
And by the light of that same star

Three Wise men came from country far

To seek for a King was their intent

And to follow the star wherever it went
Then let us all with one accord

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord

That hath made Heaven and earth of nought

And with his blood mankind has bought 

About Christians against Poverty
John Kirkby
Closing prayer 
Cardinal Keith O’Brien
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For those interested in finding out more about the Christian faith, Christians in Government UK will be running a lunchtime Alpha course starting late January 2011 in Central Hall.  Contact alpha@christiansingovernment.org.uk for more details, or visit the stand in the foyer.

Please also visit the stands in the foyer: Civil Service Benevolent Fund, Caring for ex-Offenders, Christians against Poverty, Christians in Government UK, Foodbank, Stop the Traffik/Faithworks.

